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speech, and that socialism was no crime, the desk
sergeant replied, "Maybe not, but speaking without a
licence is."

The Oakland papers ran the story under huge streamers,
calling Jack "The Boy Socialist," a name that was to stick
to him for years.

What made Jack London a socialist ? He was raised in
poverty, he knew hunger and deprivation, he had learned
harrowing lessons about the fate of the labouring man.
But hundreds of thousands of Americans of his time who
had grown up in hunger and deprivation believed in the
capitalist system and went out to corner their share of
wealth. Just as he had been wise enough to understand that
a certain number of the men on The Road would be waste
material under any civilisation, he also realised that only a
portion of the hardships of his youth were a result of the
unsocial structure of American capitalism, that the major
part of his hunger had been caused by his mother's un-
balanced business schemes that had prevented John London
from earning a living.

Professor Chaney was inherently a socialist before Jack
was born. He had an intense though intellectual interest in
the working class and a belief in the willingness of men to
work hard and to work together. For many years he lectured
and wrote articles on the causes and cures of poverty. This
sympathy with and interest in the workers is, for those who
are not workers themselves, a matter of temperament,
tied up with a warm human nature, a sensitivity to the
hardships of others, a personal liberality, and an imagination
sufficiently vivid to project oneself into the sufferings of
conscientious men whose wives and children are starving.
Professor Chaney had all these attributes; they made him a
socialist; he bequeathed them to his son, and they made
his son a socialist.

Chaney was an Irishman; so was Jack. They both were
endowed with the characteristics that go to make up the
genius of the Irish: compassion for the sufferings of others;
liberality with their own possessions; the love of a fight